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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR PAST RALLIES  

Happy Belated Summer Solstice to all!  
   Kip and I enjoyed the Texarkana Rally and the chance 
to renew friendships with people we hadnôt seen in a 
while. At the end of the rally, I took over the reigns of the 
Presidency of ACA from Charlie Adcock. It has certainly 
started out as a challenge. 
 
   ACA is facing two problems, a declining membership 
and lack of members registering for the Columbus Rally. 
The first is partially due to the lack of new coaches being 
manufactured and sold; this should be helped by Fleet-
wood having emerged from bankruptcy and being pur-
chased by American Industrial Partners (AIP). Doug 
Thompson, AIP Vice-President, and I have been trying to 
boost the registrations; you should have received an 
email urging registration for the rally. 
 
   After this is all over, Fleetwood RV Inc. should emerge 
with an increased market share and be a leaner organiza-
tion. They have shed their towable and prefabricated-
homes division and concentrated their activities in Deca-
tur. I am confident that American Coach Division will be 
the jewel in their new organization. 
 
   On a personal note, Kip managed a reunion for her side 
of the family in 
Tucson. Rela-
tives came from 
all over the US 
and Canada. 
The focus of the 
reunion was her 
96 year old fa-
ther who resides 
in Tucson. This 
reunion was fol-
lowed by one for 
our family at Ele-
phant Butte Lake 
in NM. We had 
our coach and 
boat at the lake 
and had a great 
time water skiing, wake boarding, and tubing. 

Bill Dettmer 
 

Crater of Diamonds Pre -rally, Murfreesboro, TN. (May 
15-17) 
   Prior to the National ACA Rally in Texarkana, five SW 
Chapter coaches met up at the Crater of Diamonds State 
Park just outside of Murfreesboro, Arkansas.  What a 
beautiful park it is!  In spite of the fact that we had lots of 
rain, we were able to enjoy some of the local attractions.  
We all left our ñwe were hereò signatures on the walls of 
Buddyôs Ranch House Caf®éthatôs in addition to the 
hundreds of other signatures of those who had been 
there before us! 
 
  Our visions of finding that really big gem in the diamond 
digs melted away when we realized that, after the rains 
cleared up, we would need hip-boots, shovels and buck-
ets to get around in the mud and ooze.  It didnôt take 
much convincing that perhaps the gem hunting would 
need to happen another timeéInstead, we gathered in 
one of the coaches, and swapped motor home stories 
(and possibly even a few largest-ever fish stories.  One 
story that we were all privy to was the tale of Bill and Kip 
Dettmer taking the scenic route in the highway median 
on their way to the pre-rally.  The next time you see one 
of them, ask about that one!!! 
 
All in all, we agreed that the park was very beautiful, and 
worth another visit at some later point in time. 

Laura Bruno 

Our Scenic Route to the Pre -Rally  
   Since Laura has ñblown the whistleò on me, I need to 
explain, and there are lessons here. 
 
   Kip and I were driving south on the Indian Nations Turn-
pike in Oklahoma at 65 mph on cruise control. I had 
driven my stint and had turned it over to Kip. I fell asleep 
in the passengerós seat and after a short period of time, 
Kip fell asleep in the driverôs seat. We both woke up after 
the coach and toad had drifted from the right lane, 
crossed over the left lane, and had proceeded up onto the 
mounded median strip. When I awakened, I noticed that 
the coach was driving at an angle due to the mound. Kip 
did an excellent job of driving back to the highway without 
any damage to the coach or toad.  
 
   Lessons: Donôt continue to drive when you are sleepy 
and donôt drive if you are taking medicines that say ñdo 
not operate machinery when taking this medicine.ò 

Bill Dettmer 



FUTURE  RALLIES  NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
   Hello from Gardnerville.  Following the beautiful Texar-
kana Rally weather weôre back home baking in 100 de-
gree days.  The Texarkana Rally provided a great venue 
to see old friends and to make new ones.  We also had 
the pleasure of welcoming new SW Chapter members 
Bob and Peg Colman.  We look forward to seeing Bob 
and Peg at future SW Chapter get-togethers. 
 
   As you know, we held our election of next yearôs offi-
cers via internet (and snail mail for those without internet), 
and were very pleased with the number of respondents.  
Our new line up includes Pat Brown, Treasurer; Becky 
Hight, Secretary; Chuck Weart, VP, and Laura Bruno, 
President.   Dave Brown will continue as Membership 
Chair.  What a great crew! 
 
   The Southwest Chapter has taken up the challenge of 
hosting the Fall 2010 National Rally.  Weôve working on a 
fabulous ñDestinationò location and have already begun 
work on some truly unique and different eventséthereôll 
be much more information to come. 
 
   The other day, someone asked me how Joseph and I 
moved from flying to motorhoming.  With both of us being 
licensed pilots, we used to spend much of our free time 
flying to and from Sedona, Arizona.  On one trip, we hap-
pened upon a very unique motorhome that really piqued 
our interest and let to our seriously considering making a 
change from flying to a destination to driving to a destina-
tion.  Here are pictures of that unique motorhome. 
 
I think these pictures tell it all.  And now you know the rest 
of the storyé 

   Weôre looking forward to seeing you all.  In the mean-
time, safe travels. 
 

Laura Bruno 

Rollinô in the Clover Rally, Gardnerville, NV.  (Sep. 
30ðOct. 3)  
   Come to Gardnerville, Nevada, for a ñRollinô in the Clo-
verò rally at the Brunoôs.  This will be a very casual and 
laid back affairéyouôll also be joining with Joseph and 
Laura to celebrate their 25

th
 anniversary.  Plan on arriving 

Wednesday, September 30
th
 and staying through Satur-

day, October 3
rd

.  If you would like to stay longer, you are 
more than welcome to do so.  The weather should be ab-
solutely beautiful this time of year!!! 
 
   Youôll be staying in the Brunoôs back yard (four acres of 
clover), taking in the beautiful views of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains. 
 
   There will be plenty of time to see and explore the many 

beautiful sites 
in and around 
this area.  
Weôll also en-
joy some pot-
luck dinners, 
and possibly 
take in a 
Basque or 
Fandango din-
ner. 
 
   Please call 
us at 775-790-

3261, or email joeandlaurabruno@gmail.com.  Weôll send 
you directions on how to get here, along with additional 
information for the activities. 

Laura Bruno       

NOTES FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT 
   Right now, Chuck Weart (our Chapterôs new Vice-
President) is in Grenada, Mississippi, where heôs been 
working as the Interim General Manager for a brand new 
Railroad! 

Quartzsite Rally, Quartzsite, AZ. (Jan. 14 ð17) 
   To make sure that we stay on top of our Fall National 
2010 Rally, weôll be using upcoming Chapter get-
togethers as planning, working and fun rallies.  The dates 
for our annual SW Chapter ñIf itôs January, it must be 
Quartzsite Rallyò will be January 14 ï 17, 2010.  These 
dates also mesh with the annual Quartzsite RV show.   
Hereôs  a picture from our last  Quartzsite Rally: 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   Look for more information on the SW Chapter website 
and by Chapter Newsletter and email. 

Laura Bruno 
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