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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Happy Belated Vernal Equinox to all!
On a personal note

Kip and | are enjoying our newly-remodeled home, but
as the Texarkana Rally draws closer, we are getting the
Aiitcho to hit the road
in Murphreesboro prior to the Rally and then on to Texar-
kana.

The election of national officers is finally over, and |
have the privilege of being elected to the presidency. It
was a good contest with three candidates; | had two fine
opponents. | would like to thank all of you for your sup-
port.

| will take over for a two-year term starting at the end of
the Texarkana Rally. With the state of the industry the
way it is, | am going to have a challenging term; and | am
going to need a lot of help from the membership. The
ACA of the future may look a lot different than it has in the
past.

For the RV industry

| am sure that you all know that Fleetwood has filed for
Chapter 11 Bankruptcy. At the time, it was reported that
they were looking for a buyer, or buyers, for all or parts of
the company. Their other stated option was to disband the
company. There have been several rumors of buyers
looking at the Decatur operations.

Since the filing, they have received some additional
funding from the Bank of America to continue operations.
I am sure we all wish them luck in whatever choice they
make.

PAST RALLIES

Cowboy Poets & Music Gathering in Tombstone, AZ
(February 5 -8, 2009)

Wow! What a great rally we had at the Tombstone Ter-
ritories RV Park in Tombstone, Arizona this last Febru-
ary. Eleven coaches participated, which added up to 20
wonderful people (plus Ron and me). Chapter attendees
included the Grahams, Hights, Ingles, Kells, Sotellos,
Tilleys, Vyrosteks and Zueges.

We had the pleasure of also hosting James and Becky
Howard from Harkers Island, N. C. The Howards brought
southern charm at its best.

We were also joined by George and Linda Gray from
Cornville, AZ, who brought us an additional plus by join-
ing our Chapter. George and Linda couldn't help
enough. Thanks guys!

Glen and Debbie Tilley brought Dan and Dottie Merrill,
Gl enés cousin and our only

again

cess, but Ron and | couldn't have done it without our co-
hosts Steve and Becky Hight. Again, Thanks!

We toured Tombstone and Boot Hill cemetery. We
also toured Bisbee, the haunted hotel, had the under-
ground tour of the Queen mine and a great lunch at a little
restaurant.
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The Cowboy Poet and Music gathering was in Sierra
Vista which also offered good shopping and food. All had
a great time. On behalf of Ron and myself, it was our
honor to host this rally.

Ron and Suzy Zuege

SOBéwhat a rig!!



FUTURE RALLIES

Texarkana Pre -rally in Murphreesboro, AR (May 2009)
Dondt forget
through the 18" at the Crater of Diamonds State Park in
Mur phreesbor o, Arkansas.
reservations, but woul d
Contact either Pauline or Patricia at 870-285-3113 and let
them know you are with the SW Chapter of the American
Coach Association.
According to the Trailer Life Directory, the Park has
good paved interior roads along with water and electricity

(probably 30 amps), and a
bring a set of fgrubbi eso
Maybe we will strike it rich!

Onthe18™ we o6l |l caravan to

in Texarkana, Arkansas.

Dave and Pat Brown, who put this rally together, have
been called to workkamp in Idaho and (unfortunately) will
be unable to make this one. So, Joseph and | will arrive
early and make sure al/l i s
to seeing you there!

Laura Bruno

MEMBER PROFILE

Al and Joan Bernardi

Meet two of the founders of our Southwest ACA Chap-
ter: Al and Joan Bernardi.

Back in 1991, Al & Joan (along with Bob & Jane Rivett)
established and got our chapter up and running.
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mends group. Each mont h, t he
éullcourse l uncheon prepared
de |gnated memberétwelve mont h
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i an cook|ngeWhat a treat that
The Southwest Chapter is very lucky to have Al and
Joan Bernardi as part of our family.
Laura Bruno
centr al dump . Dondt forget to
tN)OTﬁﬁé:aqMT*flEoPRES@ENJmond hunting.

This is the first time in nearly ten years that Sandi and

t h e | hawe spem the wirtei Rere inRtke| PeoplessRepuldic of

Boulder. We have used the snow blower more in the last
week than in the past two years!

Ordinarily we would be somewhere in southern Arizona,
either watching the Rockies play Cactus league baseball
iR Tugsery @ playing imthaesspnd and gasing ishigp Wity r w a
our friends at the Reef RV resort in Puerto Penasco, Mex-
ico, or just kicking back on a rental lot in Foothills near
Yuma. But not worrying about snow!

I wondt go into detail about
but it has been in the shop for over a month, and we get it
back today. How appropriate to get the coach back on
April Fools Day.

We are looking forward to getting back on the road.
Our first trip will be to the Southwest Chapter pre-rally in
Murfreesboro, Arkansas at the Crater of Diamonds State

Known s the Green Grocer. RO SedSqueds’obliay Qiagon pas
?ég;vrmg buyl:? and selling top-quality produce. More the Nat_lor_tal Rally in Texarkana, May 18" to the 2_3“'.
has shared his As this is my last columr_t for ACA Acro_ss America there
vast knowl- are some people I_ would like to thank. First and foremost
edge by host- our\_/lce—preS|dgnt, Laura Bruno, |
ing very infor- t his f_ar without you. I(?_)d al
mative educa- Brown for tak_lng over as treasurer and membership cha|r_—
tional seminars man from Shirley and Al Bolger who had held .those posi-
on the care tions for. several years and done a Wonderfgl job. 1 want
and prepara- to mention Al Bernardi, one of our founding members
tion of fresh who is always ready to jump in and .help wherever
produce. needed, and the man can cook! To my wife, accountant,
Joanéds back- pharmacist, and best friend thank you for two terms as
ground in- chapter secretary. To the rest of our members who have
cluded being made my term as president a pleasure, | thank all of you
involved in the for your _help. . . :
office aspects A reminder, the list o_f nominees for chapter 01‘1‘|ceT are
of the produce out and the results will be announced at the national
business. It Rally.
was this com- | hope to see many of you on the road; and as Our Na-
mon back- tional President says, its all about having fun. Drive
ground that safely.
brought Al and Roy Shelton
Joan together more than twenty years ago. In her early
years, Joan conquered polio and has never looked back! NOTES FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT ,
Residents of Green Valley, Arizona, Al and Joan (along Hello from Decatur, 1Indiana.
with their piebald Doxie, Missy) enjoy spending time with year check-up on the coachéitds har
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