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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Happy Autumnal Equinox!

Fall is upon us; the autumnal equinox has passed and
so has the fall National Rally. Some of us are thinking
about winterizing and storing our motorhomes and others
are planning their migrations to snow-bird destinations.

Pl anning has started for
Shelton has twisted some arms to plan a rally; but he
could use some more volunteers. If you are sitting on the
fence; jump over it; is not that difficult. Roy has promised
as much help as you need.

Bad news for Kip and me. Upon returning from the Calis-
toga Rally, we found the bottom level of our house under
two inches of water. A solder joint had failed under the
kitchen sink causing the leak. Because of the irrigation
system, we do not turn our water off when we travel. We
are now looking into isolating the irrigation system.

Bill Dettmer
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Roy Shelton

Calistoga, CA, Pre -Rally (September 23 -25)
Our stay in Calistoga began with a pre-rally at the Napa
PAST RALLYS County Fairgrounds organized by Laura Bruno, Suzy
Zuege, and Becky Hight. The high spot for some of us
was a tour of three of the many wineries in the Napa Val-

Estes Park, CO, Chapter Rally (July 23 i 25) ley by limousine! What a hoot!

For all the members of the Southwest Chapter who
were unable to attend our June rally in Estes Park, you
missed a good one. We had nine coaches and recruited
another who was at the Elk Meadow RV Park on their
own. We were honored to have our national president
Charlie Adcock along with three coaches from the South
Central chapter in attendance. With so many attractions
in and around Estes Park we purposely left the agenda
loose so everyone could pick what they wanted to do.

On the first evening we did burgers and fixins; and on
the last night, we went to a nearby restaurant for dinner
and on to a comedy burlesque show. The time in be-
tween was left to the imagination of those attending the
rally, with wildlife and Rocky Mountain National Park big
hits, as were the touristy shops in Estes Park .

We got great support from Camping World and K&C RV
I n Longmont , co. K&C even
show coach on the last afternoon of the rally.

| call this photo (top right) "Randys crew west" at the
Estes Park rally. From left to right are Ira
Klitzner, Charlie Adcock Sam, McQuagg, Jim Bowen,
and in the background, Jim Hampton. They are "helping"
a new fifth-wheeler get his awning working.

The National Rallx
began on the 26'
of September at the
fairground and was
welll organlzed by

chl r’bhapter
Our parking area
was quite chummy
but did include full
hookups. There
were 178 coaches
in attendance from all over the country, including 25 from-



We had several first- timers and
new members.

Sandi and | particu-
larly enjoyed one of
the planned events, a
trip to the
the Culinary Institute
of America where
they train professional
chefs. We were
treated to a demon-
stration of how to pre-
pare three appetizers.
Then the hundred or
so ACA members in
attendance were
each served the ap-
petizers.

Southwest chapter.

Roy Shelton

Kip and | joined Roy and Sandi Shelton in Novato, CA,
for a pre-pre-rally prior to heading to Calistoga. We were
able to spend three days touring San Francisco and sam-
pling its culinary delights. We took this opportunity to visit
Alcatraz prior to
the rest of the
group the follow-
ing week. This
allowed us to
walk around San
Francisco during
the  rally-week
tour, and to wear
ourselves  out.

Climbing the hills
of San Francisco
is quite a work-
out. We walked
up and rode the
cable car down;
we should have
done the oppo-
site, but we
needed the exercise after our culinary indulgences.
Bill Dettmer

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta Rally (October 5  -8)

After a rolling rally from Calistoga led by Debbie and Joe
Darby, the Balloon Fiesta Rally was held
and was a great success. Fifty four coaches
signed up and fifty two participated. Two
coaches had problems along the way and
could not make it. One of them was Roy
Shelton who was stuck in Holbrook, AZ,
waiting for a new air pressure pump

The weather was
and the balloons flew all three days. Some
members of the rally even got rides.

Friday nightos
tation by a long-time balloonist set the stage
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for the next three days. Dr. Roger Hoppe was the
speaker, as he was last year. During the next three days,
with breakfast burritos in hand, we congregated at his
launch site on the field and cheered him on as he
launched.

(Elvedy. mornifighafter thes launches, Charlie Adcock and
Debbie Darby had mid-morning refreshments waiting by
the coaches.

Evening socials were sched-
uled on Saturday and Sunday
nights prior to the on-field bal-
loon and fireworks activities.
Dennis and Tina parked their
coach next to an empty site
that we used for our get-
togethers. They have a kara-
oke machine which we put to
good use during our evening
socials. And yes, we did have
some young ones with us and
they seemed to really enjoy
themselves.

We are already into prelimi-
nary plans for a Balloon Rally
in 2008.

Bill Dettmer

FUTURE RALLIES

Quartzite, AZ, (January 17 -21, 2008)
Yep, webre having a

Quartzsite RV Show and

January 20" (leaving on the 21%). Your rally organizers

are Ron & Suzy Zuege and Joseph & Laura Bruno.
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