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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

 Happy Summer Solstice!  
   The Summer Solstice has passed and itôs officially sum-
mer. For some of us, it is the height of the RVing season. 
Kip and I use it to renew friendships at the ACA rallies, to 
see new places, and to rendezvous with family members. 
  As of this newsletter, we have enjoyed the ACA spring 
rally and are looking forward to rallies to come ð the Es-
tes Park chapter rally, two pre-rallies to the Calistoga Na-
tional Rally, The Calistoga Rally,and a rolling rally from 
Calistoga to Albuquerque culminating in the Balloon Fi-
esta Rally.  

Bill Dettmer 

FUTURE  RALLIES  

Preï Rally to the Myrtle Beach National Rally  
  The Pre-Rally was held at Charlie Adcockôs vast estate 
in Searcy, AR. And what a rally it was. The Adcocks and 
the McKenzies provided everythingðelectrical hookups, 
water, food, entertainment, and fun. It was a multi-chapter 
rally so we got to mingle with our friends from the other 
chapters.   
  The rally started on May 1st with a social hour and din-
ner. The next two days included breakfasts-to-order, 
games, touring, and dinners. The dinners included enter-
tainment by a cowboy entertainer and a local blue-grass 
band.  

  One of the highlights of the rally was a chance to ride in 
a helicopter. Even the Sheltonôs dog, Kuro, was offered a 
an opportunity, but he turned it down. Anyone who 

PAST  RALLYS  

wanted to ride got a chance.  
  Since this is Charlieôs realm, 
and since he is the new king (I 
mean president) of the ACA, we 
had to take a photo of Charlie on 
his throne. Charlie is smiling be-
cause of the regal decisions he 
had just made. 
  After the pre-rally we travelled in 
a loose convoy to gathering 
points near Myrtle Beach so we 
could travel in by chapter. The 
Southwest Chapter gathered at a 
campground near Florence, SC, 
and  proceeded into Myrtle Beach 
on May 6th, a day earlier than the 
official start of the National Rally. 
We were joined at Myrtle Beach 
by some of the chapter members 
who had not been at Charlieôs but 

had been touring elsewhere. 
Bill Dettmer 

Myrtle Beach National Rally  
  This was a great rallyðwell planned and well attended. 
The Southwest Chapter was represented by 9 coaches. 
  During the rally, we had a chapter election. The follow-
ing slate was elected: 
    PresidentðRoy Shelton 
    Vice-PresidentðLaura Bruno 
    TreasurerðAl Bolger 
    SecretaryðSandi Shelton 

  Bill Dettmer 

Estes Park, CO, Chapter Rally (July 23 ï25) 
  Sandi and I went to Elk Meadows RV park a couple of 
days ago to chat with the management about the use of 
their facilities and to ask that they try to get our parking 
spots closer together.  We are somewhat spread out, but 
that shouldn't be a problem as the park is not that big. Be-
cause there is so much to do and see in Estes Park and 
Rocky Mountain National Park, we have decided to have a 
pretty loosely organized rally.  We still, of course, will have 
information available on organized tours and the more 
interesting points of interest.  There will be a "burgers and 
brats" barbeque on the first night, a dinner on one other 
night, and the ever popular afternoon "social hour" every 
evening. We are looking forward to a lot of fun.  

Roy & Sandi Shelton 



NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
  Greetings from your new president.  I want to thank all of 
you who voted.  I will try to live up to your confidence in 
me.  I have already received a couple of congratulatory e-
mails asking what changes I planned to make in my term.  
We have been blessed by numerous presidents who 
have led very well and have grown Southwest chapter 
throughout their terms.  Our last two presidents, Bill Dett-
mer and Fred Mathews, with different styles, have set a 
standard for the office that will be hard to follow.  I will try. 
  It has been a busy spring for Sandi and I.  We left the 
ñPeoplesôRepublicò the 27

th
 of April and headed east.  We 

met Bill an Kip Dettmer in Salisaw, OK and proceeded 
from there to a pre-rally at Charlie Adcocksô beautiful 
place in Searcy, AR.  Charlie and Gloria along with co 
hosts Ben and Chris McKenzie put on a great rally for 34 
coaches with good food and good entertainment. 
  Most of the coaches left Charliesô on our way to Myrtle 
Beach, SC.  Where the MAC-PAC chapter put on a rally 
for over 280 coaches proving that ñNothinsô finer than to 
be in Carolina.ò  It took a lot of planning and offered lots 
of delicious food and nightly entertainment. 
Some of the new things to come out of the rally, first and 
foremost is that the newly elected Vice president of ACA 
is our own Bill Dettmer.  Congratulation to Bill.   
  Also a couple of noticeable changes, one from American 
Coach, a new logo that some think looks similar to a cou-
ple other competitors.  Of note also is a change to the 
name of our national magazine:  ñACA Coast to Coastò. 
  After the Myrtle Beach rally, we started driving to the 
Gulf Coast.  We and Dave and Betty Shober were invited 
by  our new ACA president Charlie Adcock to a post-rally 
put on by the ñCruisingô Cajunsò in Patterson, LA, just 
south of New Iberia.  Those  folks do party! 
  We then pointed the Dream west and went to visit our 
nephew in Corpus Christi, TX.  We had a great visit and 
then went to the Dallas area for a Memorial day reunion 
of ñoldò Braniff Airlines pilots.  We are still here as I write 
this column, visiting former neighbors and preparing for  
church-related meetings. 
  As soon as we get home in about a week, we will start 
finishing up the plans for the July Estes Park rally.  I hesi-

Calistoga Pre -Rally (Sep 23ð25) 
  The Southwest Chapter will hold a pre-rally to the Fall 
National ACA (Calistoga) Rally on September 23rd 
through the 25

th
 at the Calistoga Fairgrounds.  For $30 

per night (a total of $90) we will have full hook-ups, and 
will remain parked at our pre-rally sites for the duration of 
the regular rally. 
  With so many things to see and do in and around the 
Wine Country of Northern California, these few extra 
days will provide the opportunity to get out and explore, 
or (on the other hand) just kick back and relax before the 
full festivities begin. 
  We need to confirm the number of spaces needed for 
the pre-rally as quickly as possible, since Calistoga is 
considered a prime RV area.  For reservations, please 
contact Becky Hight at 505-343-0782 or Susie Zuege at 
520-906-9462.  In addition, please mail your payment for 
the $90 three-night site fee to Laura Bruno, 1250 Jodi 
Ct., Gardnerville, CA 89460.  Make checks payable to 
Laura Bruno. 
  We have been informed by the Fairgrounds that we will 
need an extra length of sewer hose (size not specified), 
  Call Laura Bruno if you have any questionsé775-790-
3261.  Thanks! 

Laura Bruno 

Rolling Rally to the Calistoga Pre -Rally  (Sep 21 -23) 
Pat and Dave Brown will be at Siebt Desert Retreat in 
Pahrump about September 15. The Rolling Rally will de-
part Sept. 21, 07. You are welcome to join us at Seibt 
anytime before we head out to California. We will try to 
get you a discounted rate.  
   Day 1, Sept. 21, 07 -- Depart Siebt at 7:00 AM. Travel 
across Death Valley and Towne Pass to Lone Pine, CA 
Overnight at Boulder Creek RV Resort (760-876-4243) in 
Lone Pine. Let them know you are with the SW Chapter. 
(164mi) 
   Day 2, Sept. 22, 07 -- Head up US Hwy 395 to Carson 
City, NV. Overnight at Comstock RV Park (775-882-2445) 
Talk to Gene and let him know you are with the SW 
Chapter. (230mi) 
   Day 3. Sept. 23, 07 -- Travel to Calistoga, CA and the 
SW Chapter Pre Rally at the fairground. (204mi) 
  This will be a great trip with some spectacular scenery; 
as you can see with the daily mileage, a leisurely trip is 
planned. There is a Flying J truck stop north of Carson 
City on I-80 for those who may need fuel, but it is some-
what out of the way. Reasonable fuel can be had in Pah-
rump. I don't know what is available near Calistoga. Paste 
this url to your browser for a route map and directions: 
http://mapshare.delorme.com/consumer/v.aspx?
p=7d2vgbs8. 

Dave & Pat Brown 

Rolling Rally ð Calistoga to Albuquerque (Oct 1 ð5) 
  Joe and Debbie Darby will be leading a group rolling 
again this year to the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta from 
the National Rally in Calistoga.  Leaving on Monday Oct 
1

st
, stopping outside Bakersfield, CA overnight.  The sec-

ond night will find us all on the Colorado River for 2 
nights in Laughlin, NV, gambling mecca and only minutes 

from the spectacular Hoover Dam! After one night in Hol-
brook AZ we will caravan the short distance to Albuquer-
que arriving at Fiesta Park on Fri. Oct 5

th
.  

  Questions? Please call Debbie Darby, 805-469-2903, 
805-469-2796 or email debdarby48@yahoo.com. 

Debbie Darby 

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta Rally (Oct 5 -8) 
  This yearôs Balloon Fiesta Rally is scheduled to start on 
October 5th, right after the Rolling Rally. Departure is 
scheduled for October  8th. We have 50 sites reserved, 
and they are currently filled with a waiting list of 3 
coaches. If you wish to get on the waiting list, please call 
Bill Dettmer at 505-294-0564 or email at BillDettmer@ 
Comcast.net.  
  Further details on the Rally are available in last quarterôs 
Newsletter. 

Bill Dettmer 

mailto:debdarby48@yahoo.com


HAPPY TRAILS  TO ALL  ñ Bill Dettmer TREASURERôS LEDGER  
  The balance of the Southwest Chapter bank account as 
of June 20, 2007, is $4,054.45, with no outstanding ex-
penses. 

Shirley Bolger 

INFORMATION FOR THE NEWSLETTER  
  If you have anything that you would like included in this 
newsletter, you may send it to me at : 
BillDettmer@comcast.net. 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMANôS CORNER  
  It is that time of year again to pay Chapter dues.  Annual 
dues are $12.00 per year for the period of July 1, 07 to 
June 30, 08 
  Post card dues notices were mailed in early June, if you 
didnôt get a card then your dues are paid for the next year. 
Please make checks payable to: ACA Southwest Chap-
ter, and send it to: 
    Al Bolger 
    3700 S. Westport Ave.  # 632 
    Sioux Falls, SD 57106 
  If you have questions, call me at 303-489-5816, or email 
me at abolger@mindspring.com  
. 

   Al Bolger 

 
MERCHANDISE FOR SALE  
  Shirts, jackets and numerous other items can be or-
dered directly from www.fleetwoodrvstore.com. 
  American Coach decals in various styles for your tow 
vehicles are available from Desert Vista RV Products 
(602) 524-1690, for American Eagle and Tradition in sil-
ver or gold to match your coach for $12.00 a pair. Look 
on page 43 of the March/April issue of the  National  ACA 
Newsletter for their ad. 
  Window plaques with your name and ACA number are 
ordered for you when you join the chapter. If you need 
one for your coach, please contact me: Becky Hight 
(505) 343-0782 or (505) 715-2688, sbhight@msn.com. 

Becky Hight 

STEVE HIGHT 
  Steve has been declared cancer free by his oncologist 
after 6 weeks of agonizing wait after being told he has 
stage 4 inoperable lung cancer!!  After many CT and PET 
scans, liver and lung biopsies, they have finally concluded 
he has no signs of cancer.  Steve still has nodules on his 
lung and  liver but they can not conclusively say what they 
are so he will follow up with more scans in 3 months to 
see if there has been any change.  Steve did have double 
pneumonia in January 2006 followed by Valley Fever in 
the spring of 2006 which could have left the nodules. 
   Steve reports that he now is looking to trade up instead 
of selling out his American Eagle, as he has many more 
miles to go after all. 
   Steve and Becky want to thank all of  their friends in 
American Coach Association and especially those in our 
own chapter, Southwest ACA for the many phone calls, e-
mails, cards, concern and prayers.  It means so much 
to  have the love and support of our many RV friends.   
  Steve, Becky & Buster will be attending the fall rally in 
Napa Valley and look forward to seeing you all there. 

Becky Hight 

NOTES FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT 
  Greetings from Fairbanks.  Joseph and I have been 
traveling throughout Alaska, Yukon and British Columbia 
since late May, and will be returning home in late Au-
gustéjust in time to re-organize and head to Calistoga 
for the pre-rally and National rally.  For our Chapter pre-
rally, Ron & Susie Zuege and Steve & Becky Hight will be 
working with us to ensure that all goes well.  The weather 
should be great, and the company even better.  We are 
looking to see all of you there! 
  Unfortunately, we wonôt be able to make the club rally in 
Estes Park, Colorado.  That is such a beautiful area; we 
are disappointed that we will miss the get-together.  I 
have no doubt that Sandi & Roy will host a fun event, and 
everyone will have a wonderful time. 
  We are also exploring the possibility of having a rally in 
Quartzsite during Januaryéwill have more information for 
the next newsletter as plans solidify.  Knowing how much 
our club members enjoy fun and fellowship, we are al-
ways on the lookout for rally sites.  Please let Roy Shel-
ton or me know if you have any suggestions for Chapter 
rally sites and dates. I can be reached via email at 
joeandlaurabruno@aol.com or by phone at 775-790-
3261. 
  Have a great summer!  Weôll see you in Calistoga this 
fall. 

Laura Bruno 

HEADS UP FROM FREDðFUEL CHECK   
  On returning from the Myrtle Beach Rally, we stopped at 
Charlotte, North Carolina, to look at an RV at Tom John-
son's RV.  Upon arrival, we were directed by about 6 peo-
ple with police vests to pull over in the parking lot.  We 
were handed a small piece of paper indicating that they 
were there to check our fuel.  If we refused, we would pay 
a thousand dollar fine.  If they checked our fuel and dis-
covered farm diesel, there would be a two thousand dollar 
fine.  We opted to have our fuel checked.  Our diesel was 
clear.  Just to let you know that they are out checking. 

Fred Mathews 

tate to call it a rally as we have only four coaches regis-
tered (two from other chapters), and there may be no 
open spaces left by now.   I know that there are many 
conflicts at this time of year but it is still disappointing. 
  Speaking of rallys, I want to thank our new vice presi-
dent Laura Bruno and Suzie Zuege for taking on respon-
sibility for a SW chapter pre-rally before the National ACA 
rally at Calistoga, Ca. in September.   
  Hope to see you all there.  
  By the way, my email is ssrsco@hotmail.com. 

Roy Shelton 

mailto:sbhight@msn.com
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